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Consul at Jiddah, and killed him, and tlien pro-
ceeded to murder the French Consul and some
Greeks who were in the town. As soon as the news
was received, the Sultan sent assistances to the
British and French Embassies that the matter should
be inquired into, and the guilty punished: his Im-
perial Majesty, at the same time, sent a sum of money
from his privy purse to be distributed amongst the
relatives of the victims. Here, so far from there
being any disposition to refuse redress for an injury,
the state in which the injury was done anticipated
any demand for it, so that no cause of war could
arise. If the state injured was not satisfied with
the redress offered, it was open to it to withdraw its
ambassador, and declare war. Notwithstanding this,
the British Government, at the same time that it
was receiving assurances of redress, sent telegraphic
orders to Captain Pullen, of H. M. ship Cyclops, to
bombard Jiddah, which orders he executed. This
precipitation is entirely contrary to the deliberation
which should precede war, according to all writers on
international law : an act of war- without a declara-
tion of war was committed, and that whilst negotia-
tion was going on. The guilty in Jiddah deserved
punishment, but it was for their sovereign to punish
them, and a foreign state had no right except to call
upon him to do justice. Such an event could not